The compound has been obtained as crystals while attempting to isolate bismuth complexes with the polyaminocarboxylic acid ligand H4egta (ethyleneglycol-bis-(2-aminoethyl)tetraacetic acid). Bismuth oxocarbonate (0.667 g ; 2.617 mmol) was added to 
Discussion
We report the first example of a crystal structure of a monomelic pentachloro 6-cooidinated Βί(ΠΓ) complex in which the sixth coordination site is occupied by the oxygen atom of an ethanol molecule. Bi halogeno complexes are generally studied with the aim of obtaining new data on the stereochemical activity of the electron lone pair of Βϊ(ΙΠ). Bismuth halides usually adopt dimeric edgeshared bioctahedral structures (BÍ2Xs(L)2) with L being a two electron donor ligand. Compounds containing the [B12CI10] 4-anion belong to this category. The structures of several of them were investigated in relationship with the therapeutical use of Bi(m) salts as anti-ulcer drugs when combined with antibiotics like ciprofloxacin, the latter giving compounds containing either the dimeric [BÍ2CI10] 4-unit [1 ] or monomelic hexachlorobismuthate ions, [BiClé] 3- [2] . In the complex reported here the structure is monomeric. The upper figure shows the coordination of the metal. The packing of the [BiCl5(C2H60)] 2_ anions and hexaphenyldiphosphazenium cations is presented in the lower figure.
The configuration of the 6-coordinated Βί(ΙΠ) complex is a distorted octahedron. The Bi-CI bond lengths range from 2.501 Â to 2.753 Â (with a mean value of2.658 Â) while the Bi-O bond is longer (the average of the distance over the two positions of the ethanol oxygen is 2.790 Â). If only the major orientation of ethanol is considered, the cis-coordination angles lie between 83.7° and 95.0°, and the mvu-coordination angles range between 172.8° and 174.1 Therefore, we believe that the electron lone pair of Βί(ΙΠ) in this complex is stereochemically active. The Bi-O bond is somewhat longer than in [BÍ2Clg(THF)2] ~ [3] (2.590 Â) but consistent with a coordination bond between bismuth and a non-deprotonated hydroxy 1 group [4] . 
